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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon) (during the vote). 
Members are advised there are 2 min-
utes remaining in this vote. 

b 1908 

So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 

missed two votes on June 7, 2005. Had I 
been present I would have voted yea on roll-
call 228 and 229. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I was absent from 

the floor during today’s rollcall votes on H. 
Con. Res. 44 (recognizing the importance of 
Cinco de Mayo) and H. Res. 282 (expressing 
the sense of the House regarding anti-Semi-
tism by United Nations members). Had I been 
present, I would have voted yea on each of 
these measures. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 65 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to have my name 
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 65. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island? 

There was no objection. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

THE COST OF PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, once 
again I rise tonight to talk about what 
Americans pay for prescription drugs 
compared to what the rest of the indus-
trialized world pays for those same pre-
scription drugs. 

And for those who were watching on 
Sunday night the television show ‘‘60 
Minutes,’’ there was a very interesting 
segment, and it featured Dr. Peter 
Rost, who is both an M.D. and a VP of 
a very large pharmaceutical company. 
And what Dr. Rost talked about last 
night on ‘‘60 Minutes’’ is the same sub-
ject that I and many Members of this 
House have been talking about for sev-
eral years, and that is that Americans 
pay by far and away much more for 
prescription drugs than consumers in 
any other industrialized country. 

I do not know how well Members can 
see this, but this chart has five of the 
most commonly prescribed prescrip-
tion drugs today; and it has prices from 
London, from Athens, and from the 
United States. And what we see on 
these charts is we really have three dif-
ferent price levels. We see the price, for 
example, of Lipitor in London is $40.88. 
That same Lipitor, which incidentally 
Dr. Rost talked about and is made in 
Ireland, all of it is imported somewhere 
because it is all made in Ireland; but in 
London, $40.88; in Athens, $55.65; but a 
month’s supply in the United States is 
$76.41. 

b 1915 

You look at the entire list and then 
you total them up, the five most com-
monly prescribed drugs. In London, 

those five drugs are $195 U.S. In Ath-
ens, they are $231 in American dollars. 
Here in the United States, $507. 

Mr. Speaker, the chart can get worse, 
too. If you look at what we see, for ex-
ample, in Germany, and these numbers 
again are from earlier this year, when 
you compare on this chart we have 10 
of the most commonly-prescribed drugs 
brought at the Metropolitan Pharmacy 
in Frankfort, Germany, and this is es-
sentially just coming in off the street, 
not expecting any special discount ei-
ther in the United States or here, but 
those 10 in the United States total 
$1,040. In Germany, you can buy the 
same drugs for $455.57. 

Mr. Speaker, it really is time that we 
do what they do in Europe. It is called 
parallel trading. For Members, if we 
can work out the legalities, we are 
going to try to make available to Mem-
bers a copy of that 60 Minutes segment 
so people can see for themselves and 
hear from somebody who is actually a 
pharmaceutical insider. 

As I say, he is now a VP of marketing 
of one of the largest pharmaceutical 
companies in the world. He formerly 
though worked in Europe for a big 
pharmaceutical company, and he was 
involved in what is called parallel trad-
ing. That creates a competitive mar-
ketplace. Because, at the end of the 
day, we Americans understand it does 
cost money to develop these new drugs, 
and we are willing to pay our fair 
share. We ought to be willing to sub-
sidize the starving people in Sub-Saha-
ran Africa. We should not be forced to 
subsidize the starving Swiss. 

Americans deserve world-class drugs 
at world market prices. The time has 
come to open up markets and allow 
Americans to have access to these 
drugs. When we do, you will see the 
prices balanced so that the prices in 
Europe are probably going to go up a 
little, but the prices here in the United 
States will go down dramatically. 

Please join me in this important ef-
fort. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GUTIERREZ addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PRIVATE FIRST 
CLASS WESLEY ROBERT RIGGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. ‘‘I don’t do it for the money 
. . . I don’t do it for the glory . . . Pro-
viding for our future is my responsi-
bility . . . I can’t call in sick on Mon-
days when the weekend has been too 
strong. I just work straight through 
the holidays and sometimes all night 
long. You can bet that I stand ready 
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